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The Research Process for Beginners 

© KayLynn Mathews, M.L.S. 

For Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society, November 15, 2025 

Basic Instructions 

1. Record what you know. Start with yourself. 

2. Choose what ancestor you want to learn something about.  

3. Select a record that may contain that information. 

4. Search the record. 

5. Analyze the record and record what you learned. 

6. Record findings in a research log with complete citations. 

7. Repeat from step 2. 

Record what you know 

1. On a pedigree chart and family group sheets, record what you know about the whole 

family, not just direct ancestors. Record all the children, cousins, aunts, uncles, etc. 

2. Gather information from your home, parents’, grandparents’ home to fill in the blanks 

(See Family and Home Information Sources Checklist). 

3. Ask family members what they know about your ancestors (See Questions for 

Interviewing Family Members).  

Choose what ancestor you want to learn something about. 

1. Choose someone from your pedigree chart that you want to learn about. 

2. Choose an event from that person’s life. Note where and when that event might have 

occurred. 

3. Create a research question you want answered. 

4. Begin a research log.  

Select a record to search 

1. Look at a record selection table for the info you wish to find. (See Record Selection 

Table). 

2. Choose one of the record types. 

3. Search a Research Wiki or Locality Guide to find out where to locate those records. 

a. Wiki = a website where users collaborate and share information and hopefully 

sources for that information. 

b. See numbers 3-7 in the bibliography 

4. Enter the information on your research log. 
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Search the record 

1. Go to the repository or its website where those records are held. 

2. Search their catalog for the record. 

3. Find the record and copy the documents. 

4. Create a proper citation and write it on the copy of the document. 

5. Record the information in your research log. 

Analyze the record and record what you learned 

1. Review the purpose of the document. Why was this document created? Can the 

information be trusted? Who provided the information given? 

2. Review each part of the document and ask yourself What details do I learn from this? 

3. Is the information relevant to your research question?  

4. Is the information from a reliable source? 

5. Write your findings and conclusions on your research log. 

6. Write your questions and future sources to search on your research log. 

7. Organize and preserve your documents and findings. Make a backup. 

8. Is this enough evidence to prove without a doubt the answer to your research question? 

If not, search another record. 

Bibliography: 

1. BYU TV Ancestors series, 25-minute episodes. 

Season 1 https://www.byutv.org/ancestors   

Season 2 is on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/@vhsdip/playlists  

2. Ancestors: companion teacher’s guide (Provo, Utah : KBYU Television, c1996). 

3. Ancestry Wiki: https://Wiki.rootsweb.com. Contains Ancestry’s Red Book, Ancestry’s The 

Source Book 

4. FamilySearch Wiki:  https://www.familysearch.org/wiki. Contains resource guides from 

the Family History Library, Genealogical word lists in foreign languages, for the whole 

world, search by place, topic, record type, event, etc. clickable maps, more user friendly,  

5. MyHeritage Wiki:  https://www.myheritage.com/wiki/Home 

6. The Family History Guide: https://thefhguide.com  

7. The Handybook for Genealogists: United States of America, 11th Edition. Logan, Utah: 

Everton Publishers, 2006.  

8. Genealogy Research Forms 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogy_Research_Forms  

a. Pedigree Chart 

b. Family Group Record 

c. Census Worksheets 

d. Military Draft 

e. Correspondence Logs 

f. Deed Index Worksheets 

g. Passenger List Worksheet 

h. Heirloom inventory, etc. 

i. Research Log 

j. Timelines 
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